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SUBJECT: FONMIN OHIRA'S POLITICAL PROSPECTS 

SUMMARY: DESPITE CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION THAT FONMIN OHIRA 
MIGHT LEAVE MOFA IN CABINET RESHUFFLE FOLLOWING UPPER HOUSE 
ELECTION THIS SUMMER, EMBASSY VIEW IS THAT, WHILE OHIRA 
MAY WISH TO LEAVE, CIRCUMSTANCES AND LACK OF SUITABLE ALTERNATIVE 
POSTS AT PRESENT SEEM TO MILITATE AGAINST THIS POSSIBILITY. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. IN AFTERMATH OF FINAL RATIFICATION OF JAPAN-PRC 

CIV AIR AGREEMENT, SOME POLITICAL OBSERVERS HAVE BEGUN TO 

SPECULATE THAT FONMIN OHIRA MAY RESIGN HIS POST AND SHIFT 

TO ANOTHER PORTFOLIO IN CABINET WHEN PRIMIN TANAKA RESHUFFLES 

HIS CABINET FOLLOWING UPPER HOUSE ELECTION THIS JULY. THIS 

SPECULATION APPEARS TO BE BASED ON OHIRA'S KNOWN 

DESIRE TO LEAVE MOFA AND SEEK POLITICALLY MORE REWARDING 

POSITION AS LDP SECRETARY GENERAL OR AS FINANCE MINISTER, 

AND ON ASSUMPTION THAT TANAKA WILL CARRY OUT CABINET REORGANI- 
ZATION AFTER HIS INTRAPARTY POSITION HAS BEEN STRENGTHENED BY 
FAVORABLE OUTCOME OF UPPER HOUSE ELECTION. 
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2. IN EMBASSY VIEW, HOWEVER, RESIGNATION OF FONMIN OHIRA 

IN NEAR TERM, PARTICULARLY IF AS EXPECTED LDP DOES REASONABLY 
WELL AT POLLS IN JULY ELECTION, IS EXTREMELY IFFY PROPOSITION. 

IN FIRST PLACE, HIS MOVE WOULD DEPEND ON AVAILABILITY OF 
DESIRABLE POSTS, I.E., WHETHER 1) PRIMIN TANAKA WOULD BE 
WILLING TO REPLACE HIS HENCHMAN TOMISABURO HASHIMOTO AS PARTY 
SECRETARY GENERAL WITH OHIRA, AND 2) WHETHER FINMIN TAKEO 
FUKUDA IS READY TO GIVE UP HIS PRESENT PORTFOLIO. CONSENSUS OF 
OBSERVERS CONTACTED BY EMBOFFS IN RECENT WEEKS IS THAT 
TANAKA UNLIKELY TO WANT TO GIVE OHIRA, WHO IS ALLY BUT ALSO 
POTENTIAL RIVAL, IMPORTANT SECRETARY-GENERALSHIP WHICH CONTROLS 
DISTRIBUTION OF PARTY FUNDS AND PLAYS KEY ROLE IN 
SHAPING BASIC PARTY POLICY. ALSO, ALTHOUGH IT IS PROBABLY TOO 
EARLY FOR FUKUDA TO HAVE MADE UP HIS MIND ON QUESTION OF HOW 
LONG HE WILL STAY ON IN TANAKA CABINET, MOST OBSERVERS AGREE 
HE IS MORE LIKELY THAN NOT TO DECIDE TO STAY ON FOR SOME TIME. 
DESPITE PRESSURES FROM WITHIN HIS FACTION TO LEAVE CABINET AND 
CHALLENGE TANAKA FOR LDP LEADERSHIP FUKUDA IS UNLIKELY 
TO MAKE SUCH BOLD MOVE UNLESS HE SEES SUBSTANTIAL POSSIBILITY 
OF ITS SUCCESS. THIS SEEMS PARTICULARLY LOGICAL A FULL YEAR 
AWAY FROM THE PARTY PRESIDENT ELECTION IN JULY 1975. AS ODDS 
MOUNT IN FAVOR OF TANAKA'S RETAINING POWER FOR SECOND TERM, 
FUKUDA IS LIKELY TO DECIDE TO PLAY SAFE AND STAY IN PLACE SINCE 
TO DO OTHERWISE WOULD MEAN SACRIFICING INSIDE TRACK HE NOW HAS 
TO SUCCEED TANAKA SHOULD LATTER HAPPEN TO FALL, AS WELL AS 
GIVING UP SUBSTANTIAL POLITICAL BENEFITS ACCRUING FROM 
FINANCE INCUMBENCY. FUKUDA HAS ALSO MADE PUBLIC REFERENCES 
TO HIS PERSONAL DETERMINATION TO BRING ABOUT 

QTE STABLE GROWTH UNQTE AND TO SOLVE JAPAN S CURRENT ECONOMIC 
CRISIS - REFERENCES WHICH SUGGEST HE MAY NOT WANT TO QUIT 
UNTIL HE FEELS HE HAS MADE MORE VISIBLE PROGRESS TOWARD 
ACHIEVIG HIS STRONGLY-FELT ECONOMIC POLICY GOALS. 

3. ANOTHER FACTOR MILITATING AGAINST OHIRA SHIFT FROM 
MOFA MAY BE PROBLEM OF FINDING SUITABLE REPLACEMENT FOR 
FONMIN SLOT. ALTHOUGH NAMES OF SEVERAL POSSIBLE CANDIDATES - 
E.E., TOSHIO KIMURA, TAKEO MIKI, SUSUMU NIKAIDO, HIROHIDE 
ISHIDA, YASUHIRO NAKASONE, MIKIO MIZUTA, ARE BEING DISCUSSED, 
ALMOST ALL HAVE POLITICAL LIABILITIES OR SHORTCOMINGS FROM 
PRIMIN TANAKA'S POINT OF VIEW. KIMURA, ISHIDA AND NIKAIDO, FOR 
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EXAMPLE, LACK POLITICAL CLOUT AND WOULD NOT BRING NECESSARY 
FACTIONAL SUPPORT TO CABINET. STRONGER FIGUREES, SUCH AS MIKI 
AND NAKASONE, MAY NOT BE AMENABLE TO TANAKA'S VIEW ON 
FOREIGN POLICY AND ARE LIKELY TO BE TOO INDEPENDENT. IN VIEW 
OF THESE CONSIDERATIONS, MANY OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT TANAKA 
WOULD BE MOST RELUCTANT TO REPLACE OHIRA EVEN SHOULD HE 
DECIDE TO RESHUFFLE HIS CABINET LATER THIS YEAR. 
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